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have been difficult for this company, for
a lot of Americans, as Americans have had
to adjust to the reality of a new and more
peaceful world. I know that many of you
have been anxious about what the future
will bring and especially about the status
of the Eagle, about the F–15.

I have been sensitive to the impact of
this contract on your production line, your
jobs. In these times of economic transition,
I want to do everything I can to keep Amer-
icans at work. But as Commander in Chief,
I have a responsibility for the national secu-
rity of our great country. I had to consider
the implications for stability in the Middle
East, a tremendously important area for all
of us; preserving Israel’s qualitative edge;
the peacemaking process; the legitimate de-
fense needs of Saudi Arabia; and our ability
to work closely with that country, as we
did in Operation Desert Storm and as we
are now doing in Operation Southern
Watch.

I have worked on this issue personally,
touching every base, and I am now satisfied
that we have adequately addressed each of
these concerns and that we can and, indeed,
must, for our own interests, go forward with
this sale.

Not only has Cass Williams made clear
to us the importance of this sale to every
working man and woman here, but Kit
Bond has never failed. He’s never faltered.
He’s been down to the White House. He’s
been working his colleagues in the United
States Senate. I salute him for what he’s
doing. We’re going to need him now be-
cause we’re going to take this up, and we
are going to get this approved by the United
States Congress. We must. Well, put it this

way: I’m going to keep them from dis-
approving of what I have done properly
for the security of this country.

As you know, in addition to the F–15,
McDonnell Douglas produces one of the
most versatile combat aircraft, the FA–18
strike fighter. We’re not only purchasing
additional F–18’s; we’re embarking on a
program with the company to develop an
improved version of this plane, the F–18
EF. I want to make it clear, I support full
funding for the F–18 EF. It is in our inter-
est to do that.

The military technology that you produce
is the finest in the world, and it’s a tribute
to American skill and innovation. It’s the
same skill and innovation that we must now
use to win this global economic competi-
tion. For those who have any doubts I
would say only, look at the talent that is
assembled here today. The American work-
er can still accomplish great things, more
than any other worker anywhere in the
world.

So I simply came out to congratulate you
on this; to tell you of this determination,
this decision I have made, which I am cer-
tain is in the interest of world peace, salute
you for your work; and thank you for this
warm welcome. May God bless each and
every one of you. Thank you very, very
much.

Note: The President spoke at 3:05 p.m. at
the McDonnell Aircraft Company. In his re-
marks, he referred to Cass Williams, presi-
dent and directing business representative
of the International Association of Machin-
ists, District 836.

Remarks to the Christian Coalition Road to Victory Conference in
Virginia Beach, Virginia
September 11, 1992

The President. Thank you, Dr. Pat Rob-
ertson. Thank you. Thank you very, very
much for that welcome. I’m delighted to
be here. Thank you. I am just delighted
to be here. Pat, thank you for this rousing
welcome and this warm introduction and

the friendship. I tell you, it’s a joy to be
here with you.

I want to salute the leadership. My re-
spects, of course, to Dede Robertson, who’s
made us feel so welcome here in this short
time, and the family. Some of you missed
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out on this, but I was embraced by the
Robertson family with these wonderful kids
and grandkids. So you have a nice way of
making us feel at home. Thank you very
much.

May I salute my comrade-in-arms in
Washington, Senator Warner, who’s with us
tonight. He’s doing an awful lot of work
for all the things we believe in. I want to
salute the members of the board of this
Christian Coalition and also to thank Rev-
erend Sweet. And I understand that Dan
Burton was here or is here. And here he
is sitting right here—didn’t see him when
he first walked in—a great Member of the
House. You know, if we had more people
like Dan, we wouldn’t be saying ‘‘Clean
House!’’, I’ll tell you. May I salute Senators
Mark Earley and Ken Stolle.

It is said of some groups that they haven’t
got a prayer. Well, tonight I’m pleased to
be with an audience about whom that will
never be said. [Laughter] I am delighted
to be here in the heart of America’s evan-
gelical community. And in recent weeks,
you and I have been accused of focusing
our energies on what has been called a nar-
row, irrelevant topic, the American family.
Well, I believe it is our critics who are
guilty of tunnel vision, because in my mind
the family is at the center of America, a
source of strength for us as individuals and
for America as a nation.

So when I talk about the importance of
family, I don’t mean to suggest that we
should somehow go back to the days of
Ozzie and Harriet. Nor do I pass judgment
on the kind of family you live in, whether
both parents work or just one parent, or
whether you’re a part of a single-parent
family. Families are not measured by ‘‘what
kind’’ but by ‘‘how close.’’

I talk about the American family because
of something I learn every single day in
the Oval Office. When confronting the
problems of America, it does no good to
attack symptoms. You have to go after the
root causes. Ask any mayor, any Governor,
any teacher, and yes, any minister, any
preacher, and they’ll tell you the exact same
thing: The one sure way to make America
more safe and secure is to make our families
more safe and secure.

What are the pressures on the families

today? You know them well: schools with
low academic standards, young people not
learning traditional values that can steady
them in an uncertain world. The coarseness
of our culture is reflected on some of the
most outrageous television shows. The
scourge of drugs and violence, these are
real issues that Government must address.
So I will not be driven away from discussing
ways to strengthen the family by those who
claim the topic unimportant. Strengthening
the family must be a national priority, and
it will be as long as I am President of the
United States.

If we care about the family, and we all
do, then we have to care about the econ-
omy, because today one major threat to the
American family is a weak economy. And
I want to talk about that tonight. Today,
family budgets are stretched by rising health
care costs. Low-income families are hurt
because too often welfare encourages de-
pendency, not personal responsibility.
When a mom or dad loses a job, the impact
is felt first right at home. So if we care
about family, and we all do, we have to
figure out a way to make sure that America
in the 21st century is more than a military
superpower, but we are also an export su-
perpower and an economic superpower.

That’s why yesterday in Detroit I laid out
my Agenda for American Renewal, a com-
prehensive plan to create by the early part
of the 21st century the world’s first $10
trillion economy. With that kind of dynamic
growth, we will be able to address all our
challenges here at home and take some
pressure off our families who are struggling
today.

Now, here’s where we start. Right now
in our factories, one out of every six manu-
facturing jobs is tied to trade. On our farms,
and this may surprise you, on our farms
1 in every 3 acres that we harvest will be
sold abroad. America’s future lies in build-
ing on our strengths to become the world
leader in trade.

My opponent spends his energy talking
about our weaknesses. He claims, and I
quote, that ‘‘America is somewhere south
of Germany headed for Sri Lanka.’’ He talks
about how we’re ridiculed around the
world. I wish my opponent could see the
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people of Germany and Eastern Europe
whose eyes brighten at the simple word
‘‘America.’’ We helped in the reunification
of Germany, and they all know it.

I wish my opponent could see what’s
going on in American factories and busi-
nesses despite all our challenges. Don’t for-
get this fact: If you want to talk to the
world’s most productive workers, you don’t
buy a ticket to Japan or Germany. You go
to Tulsa or Tampa or Tempe. The most
productive workers in the world can be
found right here in the U.S.A., and we
should never let the opposition tell us dif-
ferently.

I have faith that if we open foreign mar-
kets, our workers will satisfy the demand
for our products. So my agenda starts with
a global trade strategy, to build a network
of new free trade agreements not just with
Canada and Mexico but with Chile and
other Latin American nations, as well as
the emerging democracies like Hungary and
Poland.

America alone can take advantage of our
influence to create unique opportunities for
our people. You know, while some say
America should turn away from the world
economy, I say let’s reach out. After all,
the American worker will never retreat, and
we will always compete. In my view, we
will always win. We are the best, and we
ought to keep reaching out to help people
here at home.

But understand, developed economies
need developing minds. That’s why this
Agenda for American Renewal takes aim
at a second critical challenge: preparing our
children for the new century ahead. That’s
going to require, literally require, a revolu-
tion in American education.

Dr. Robertson told me that you heard
from our distinguished Secretary of Edu-
cation, Lamar Alexander, today. He’s taking
this message for America 2000, this change
in education, all across our country, and
I strongly support him. Competition works
in our economy, and I believe it’s time to
bring some competition to the classroom.
I know, as I say, that Lamar was here today,
and I’m sure he talked about our ‘‘GI bill’’
for kids. I hope he did. It would give $1,000
scholarships to low- and middle-income
parents so that they can choose the school

they want their children to attend.
My opponent says he supports a variety

of choice in education. But if you look close,
real close, he wants parents to choose be-
tween public schools, public schools, and
public schools. I want to go further. I sup-
port the public schools; I want to go further.
Whether it’s the public schools across town,
though, or the private or religious school
right across the street, I believe parents,
not the Government, should decide which
school is best for their kids.

I was a beneficiary of the GI bill many
years ago when I got out. They didn’t say
to me you can’t only go to a State school,
or you must go to a religious university or
whatever it is. What happened there, these
kids coming out of the service were given
the GI bill, and they could go to the schools
of their choice. It strengthened every single
university. The same thing can happen now
at the K-through-12 level, and that’s what
we’re talking about here.

Now, the third component of my Agenda
for American Renewal: helping America’s
businesses sharpen their competitive edge.
Small businesses create two-thirds of all
new American jobs, and they are the first
to turn change to advantage in a fast-moving
economy. Pat Robertson is a businessman
and a darn good one. He’ll tell you what
holds back business in America today, three
things: regulation, taxation, and yes, litiga-
tion. And I want to cut them all.

You know, America has become the land
of the lawsuit. If you fall off a ladder these
days, a trial lawyer will be there to catch
you before you hit the ground. [Laughter]
Each year consumers and companies now
spend up to $200 billion on direct payments
to lawyers. Japan doesn’t do it. Germany
doesn’t do it.

Just yesterday, and John Warner knows
this, just yesterday we had a bill before
the United States Senate, the Congress, to
reform our product liability laws, to try to
finally do something about these outrageous
lawsuits. We had more than enough votes,
as John will tell you, for passage of the bill.
We had well over 50 percent. But the liberal
leaders of the Congress heard from their
friends the trial lawyers, who twisted a few
arms, and when they were finished, we
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could get 58 votes, not the 60 we needed.
We couldn’t even get the liability reform
up for a vote. The people’s will was frus-
trated by the liberal leaders in the Congress.
‘‘Clean House!’’ is my motto.

I don’t think that’s right. And while the
trial lawyers may not like it, I’m going to
keep fighting to reform our legal system.
I believe as a nation—I really feel this—
that we’ve got to sue each other less and
start caring for one another more.

That brings me to the fourth part of the
agenda: providing economic security for all
Americans. You know, in the past 4 years,
we’ve done so much to bring peace to the
world, but our victory is not complete until
we have peace of mind at home. Whether
your collar is blue or white, or whether
you till the farm or work on the assembly
line, Americans today worry about health
care. They wonder if they can afford it,
and they worry that they might lose it.

Again, we have two alternatives. My op-
ponent offers a plan that would have Gov-
ernment set prices and could eventually
lead to having 13 percent of our gross na-
tional product under the same people who
gave us the House post office. Now, that
isn’t good enough.

I used to say that the system would give
us the efficiency of the House post office
and the compassion of the KGB, but I don’t
say that anymore because I’m getting a lot
of Russians mad. They’re writing letters say-
ing, quit knocking the KGB. [Laughter]

But I have a very different approach, and
it’s a better approach. You cut the costs
by going after the root causes of health
care explosion; one of them, medical mal-
practice. Encourage small businesses to
pool their coverage, their insurance cov-
erage, driving down the price. Use the prin-
ciples of the marketplace to make sure that
when it comes to medicine, the intense pain
only occurs at the doctor’s office, not a
month later when you get the bill at home.
[Laughter]

America can have no spare people if we’re
to compete in the next century. So the fifth
part, then, of our total agenda must mean
an America that leaves nobody behind. Wel-
fare as we know it simply has to change.
Today’s welfare drains taxpayers of hard-
earned dollars and recipients of hard-to-

replace dignity. But now, States like Wis-
consin are taking the lead, and they’re say-
ing, enough is enough. With our help,
they’re experimenting with programs that
reward work and the learning—call it
Learnfare—leadership, personal respon-
sibility. We desperately need a welfare sys-
tem that encourages families to stick to-
gether and for those fathers to stick around.

The sixth part of my agenda for America
will bring change to one of the most change-
resistant institutions in America, the Gov-
ernment. Think about the family budget in
1955. Back then the average family spent
5 percent of its adjusted gross income on
Federal taxes. Today the figure is almost
24 percent. Many moms and dads are
forced to spend less time with their children
so they can feed Uncle Sam’s voracious ap-
petite. My opponent has a boundless enthu-
siasm for Government, and he offers al-
ready at least $220 billion in new spending
and $150 billion in new taxes. And that’s
just for openers; that’s just to start. And
I take a different approach.

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. I believe that the Govern-

ment is too big, and it spends too much
of your money. That’s why my agenda in-
cludes a new idea to drive down the deficit
by giving you, the American taxpayer, the
power to earmark a full 10 percent of your
Federal tax dollars for one purpose and one
purpose only, to get down the national debt.

The same people that don’t like the line-
item veto and the balanced budget amend-
ment don’t like this idea. But they’ve had
their day. Now let’s try these new ideas
to do something about the deficit that’s
mortgaging the future of the young people
in this country.

So this is the outline, a broad outline
of this agenda for America, and it’s filled
with other ideas. Many are well underway;
others are new. But all represent a serious
response to the economic challenges of this
new age, an answer to the questions being
asked around America’s dining room tables.
I have diagnosed the problem, I think,
properly; have offered specific solutions.
Not all of them are popular. And I’m asking
for a mandate so that we can put my ideas
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into action immediately and get this econ-
omy moving again.

For now, at least, my opponent’s chosen
a very different strategy. Rather than talk
about what he wants to do for America,
he spends a lot of his time and his energy
belittling my ideas and playing on fears.
One example I want to talk about: ways
to limit the growth of Federal spending,
which every expert will tell you must be
done. But instead of offering any spending
restraints on his own, Governor Clinton
simply goes around saying, ‘‘Watch out, sen-
ior citizens. Watch out, veterans. Watch out,
disabled Americans,’’ the same old scare
tactics that they use every 4 years, and it’s
not going to work.

My administration has strengthened So-
cial Security. I’ve said I’m not going to mess
with it, and I haven’t, and we aren’t. We
stood beside our veterans. And we signed
the law, and I’m very proud of this, that
brought disabled Americans at long, long
last into the economic mainstream. I am
not going to let Governor Clinton frighten
Americans by telling them these scare sto-
ries that crop up by the liberals every 4
years.

And yes, I believe America deserves a
serious discussion on the issues, issues like
how to renew our Nation by spurring eco-
nomic growth so that we can help strength-
en our families. I’ll talk about ideas that
deal not just with our immediate challenges

today but will build a safer and a more
secure America tomorrow.

So let my opponent do what is safe and
politically balanced, and I’m going to keep
trying to do what is right for our great coun-
try.

Before I leave, let me just say how deeply
I support all the work you’re doing to re-
store the spiritual foundation of this Nation.
And I say this: The longer that Barbara
and I are privileged to live in the White
House, the more I understood what Lincoln
meant when he said he went to his knees
in prayer. I commend you. I join with you
in committing to uphold the sanctity of life.

Matthew, chapter 6, verse 21, reminds
us, ‘‘Where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.’’ And our treasure is with
America. With our renewal agenda and your
efforts out there in those grassroots, we are
joined in a crusade to create an American
future that is worthy of its proud past.

Thank you for this exceptionally warm
welcome. May God bless this great Nation,
the United States of America. Thank you
all very, very much. Thank you.

Note: The President spoke at 8:20 p.m. at
the Founders Inn and Convention Center.
In his remarks, he referred to Pat Robertson,
president, Christian Coalition; A. George
Sweet, pastor, Atlantic Shores Baptist
Church; and Mark L. Earley and Kenneth
W. Stolle, Virginia State senators.

Message to the Congress on Trade With China
September 11, 1992

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to the authority vested in me

by section 902(b)(2) of the Foreign Rela-
tions Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 1990
and 1991 (Public Law 101–246), and section
608(a) of the Departments of Commerce,
Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and Relat-
ed Agencies Appropriations Act, 1992 (Pub-
lic Law 102–140), I hereby report to the
Congress that it is in the national interest
of the United States to waive the restrictions
contained in those acts on the export to

the People’s Republic of China of U.S.-
origin satellites and Munitions List articles
insofar as such restrictions pertain to the
APSAT, Asiasat 2, Intelsat VIIA, STARSAT,
AfriSat, and Dong Fang Hong 3 projects.

Attached is my justification for the afore-
said actions.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
September 11, 1992.
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